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similar aeroplanes of No. 30 Squadron at Baghdad.
Major Holt went with the latter aircraft, and the previous
experience that he had gained of the country was of the
greatest help.
It was found that the track most visible from the
air was that made by the wheels of the cars as they
followed each other across the desert. Over certain
portions of the route a Fordson tractor was used with
a plough attached which made a plough track as well.
Where the track twisted, for example to negotiate an
obstinate wadi, an arrow would be ploughed for extra
guidance. It was when the first eastbound party came
to the basalt country that it was very nearly baffled*
At one time the explorers were for giving up the job
as hopeless; but pluck and determination won the day
and they forced their way through in the end.
Landing grounds were marked at intervals of 15 to
30 miles all the way along the track. Over the greater
part of the route it was not difficult to find pieces of
ground suitable for landing grounds. The great ad-
vantage of these landing grounds is that in nearly all
cases the approaches are quite open; and a piece, of
ground, even though gently undulating in contour, if
it has a reasonably smooth surface, is good enough for
the average requirements if it is not less than 500 yards
square. Sometimes, on the other hand, it is possible
to find a " T " or " L " shaped area, the arms of which
are 200 yards broad. An aeroplane has always to take
off and land directly into a wind of any consequence;
and with an " L "-shaped landing ground the pilot can
normally select his run so that it is directly along one
of the arms of the " L " or else slightly across, which
gives him a little more room and allows him freedom

